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PFORTUGUESE TIMOR

The paveer- grab staged iy, pro-independence Timorese leeters over-the weekend
s bound t0 heighten anxiety: in Jakarts that Timor will become a threst to stability
and secarity w the indonesian Archipelegs.

I members of the Timor Demoerstic Umon PRurty, an  anti.commumst,
rro-independence group, led - the power greb 299inst Portuguese authorities in Dib.
On August 9 and 10, party menders I occupied commwumcstions centers,
the asirport, andd the police 23ation and laid siege to the mditery hesdguarters. It
not clew, howeser, whether they were sseking to take full comtrol of the
gavernment.

There hes been no resction as yet from locsl Portuguese troops, most of whom
were apperently out of the capital conducting politicsl educstion messiom in the
coumryside. The Portuguese governor I et with the dissidents,
t ut so far theve tes been NO word about tieir rlemends or intentions.

Ower the past year, indonesis has orgenized 2 large I >roca0ence
operation  designed to asswre the pescetul absorption of Timor into Indonesa. As
part of this ettort, [ v octrvety courted the leaders
of the pro-indepenvience groaps, seeking to convinee them thet Timor carmot be
visble as an independent state snd thet they siwouid join forces with Jakerta.

The events in Timor: this weekond evidentty caught the [ndonesians by surprise
ared are likely. 10 renweiten thew fears about the prospects for an urstable or
ami-indonesia rogime in Dili. Jakerta may conclude thet the power qrab wes
lausnched as a pre-emptive mave sgeinst pro-i ndonesia forces in the colony. Rescting
0 coup reports, Indowesia’s security chief publicly werned on August 11 that
Jakerta will not allow a situation to develop in Timor thet threetens indonesie. [l
I  ncionesian horder units in the Timor aree have
been pleced on alert. President Sulwrto’s military advisers mey well arvoceste an
immadiste invesion before the situstion in Timor gets out of hand. _



